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Vew Ms fonty et bae Merenneny

Thank you for agreeing that the Historical Enquiries Team could share with us their report
of last year into the death of your uncle, William, in 1971, so as to allow me to consider
properly your request for an official apology. In the light of what it says it is clear to me that
such an apology is right and proper.

The report sets out the circumstances surrounding the death of your Uncle and the
subsequent investigation. 1t is evident that the soldier who shot him was mistaken in his
belief that he had a weapon and this error, tragically, resulted in the death of an innocent
man. | have no doubt that, despite the passage of time, you and your family are still
grieving over this loss. | would like to express my sorrow and regret for his death which, in
the years since it occurred, has deprived you of an Uncle’s support and affection.

I do not believe that anything | can say will ease the sorrow you feel for what has
happened, but | hope that this apology, and the findings of the Historical Enquiries Team,
will be of some comfort to you.
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